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TEACHING NOTES


Intro  
In this lesson, we are going to learn more about the spiritual gifts that the Lord gives His church to do the ministry He has called us to. 

My hope is that tonight’s lesson serves you well to bring needed clarity to some common misunderstandings and modern trends that have led many churches away from the historic biblical teaching on this topic.

If you are newer to DC or tonight’s teaching hits on sensitive areas for you, I encourage you to patiently consider what is being said…I encourage you to ask your group leader and or our elders any questions you have…I encourage you to test all things against Scripture and desire to submit yourself not to your feelings but ultimately to God’s word. 

Before we begin, let’s talk real briefly about the importance of hermeneutics.
Hermeneutics is how one reads and interprets Scripture. 

The historic confessions are an important synopsis of longstanding faithful biblical hermeneutics.
For example, they say truths in Scripture are “either explicitly stated in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced from Scripture” or “by necessary inference contained in the Holy Scriptures.” -The confessions

“Explicitly stated” means the truth can be understood plainly, the right interpretation is clear. 
There is direct teaching. Clear statements. Things like “thou shalt not commit adultery” (Exodus 20:14) or we are saved by grace through faith (Eph 2:8-9). 

“Good and necessary consequence” and “by necessary inference contained” means the truth is taught in Scripture, but the right interpretation/understanding is not necessarily based on didactic passages, rather it is contained in Scripture and taught indirectly. 

This would be things like the doctrine of the Trinity. Scripture never says the concise historic orthodox statement, “One God, three persons” but the good and necessary consequence of understanding Scripture as a whole means the truth of the Trinity is in fact the teaching of Holy Scripture.

As we approach tonight’s catechism questions the historic biblical position of cessationism it is important we have this historic hermeneutical anchor as study. 
It is important because we cannot settle for opinions or assumptions or each’s personal experience. The conclusions we will study tonight are based on what is taught in Scripture, using the tested and true methods of interpretation and conclusion.

So then, let’s read together our first catechism Q/A for this topic:

[bookmark: _Hlk68953427]Q113. What is a spiritual gift?
A spiritual gift is a God-given capacity through which the Holy Spirit supernaturally ministers for the good of the Church unto God’s glory.

There are many motivations for covering this topic in the catechism, but one is spelled out clearly by Paul to the church in Corinth when he says:
[bookmark: _Hlk68953449]1 Corinthians 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. 

We appreciate and share in this motivation. We do not want the people of God to be uninformed. 
Sound teaching based on a right understanding of Scripture is needed to help inform God’s people in the topic of spiritual gifts. 

First the answer says, “A spiritual gift”.   Let’s begin here..

As Christians, we know that everything good we have is a gift from God—our good God. 
[bookmark: _Hlk68953469]James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights…

Every good thing we have is a gift from God. He is the sovereign gift Giver.
But in this study, we are not focused on all the good gifts He gives, rather the ones often classified as “spiritual” gifts.

So, let’s read on in our answer to understand what these are and the primary reason God gives them.
Next our answer says, “A spiritual gift is a God-given capacity through which the Holy Spirit…”
[bookmark: _Hlk68953527]
· Spiritual gifts are from God, and Scripture particularly highlights the Holy Spirit’s role in this gift giving and gift using. 

In 1 Corinthians 12 we see these gifts are of “the same Spirit” and of “the same Lord.” It is “it is the same God who empowers [the spiritual gifts] in everyone.”  (1 Corinthians 12:4-6)
In verse 11, it speaks again specifically to the Holy “Spirit.”

It’s been understood historically that the dispensing of spiritual gifts is credited to the work of God the Holy Spirit, the third person of the triune God. 

So, we can say they are from God, that’s true, and we can say, they are from the Holy Spirit, that’s true. The Holy Spirit is God; He’s the third person of the Holy Trinity.

· Note next that God gives these spiritual gifts on the basis of His sovereign will alone. 

Look at:
[bookmark: _Hlk68953557]1 Corinthians 12:11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.

Romans 12:6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them…

1 Peter 4:10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace

God gives his people spiritual gifts on the basis of His sovereign will alone.
This point is very important. First, because we continually need to acknowledge that God is sovereign, and we are not. 

And second, because many, especially in the last 100 years or so, have believed wrongly, that there is something they can do to produce more spiritual gifts in themselves. 
[bookmark: _Hlk68953575]It is good and biblical to desire spiritual gifts for godly purposes, and, it is very wrong to think that we can earn and/or produce them or that we can draw them out of God. 
God gives spiritual gifts on the basis of His sovereign will alone.
[bookmark: _Hlk68953581]
Which leads us to the last highlight to see in our answer: “A spiritual gift is a God-given capacity through which the Holy Spirit supernaturally ministers for the good of the Church unto God’s glory.”

[bookmark: _Hlk68953624]First, we need to understand that spiritual gifts, (on the horizontal level), are primarily for the good of the elect. 

Spiritual gifts are primarily for the good and service of others, not ourselves. 
Spiritual gifts are primarily for the building up, encouraging, instructing, and correcting of Christ’s body.

If we understand this, we can avoid many of the errors that exist in our day about spiritual gifts. 
One of these errors is the idea that persons’ spiritual gifts are first or primarily for themselves. 
They seek to primarily bless themselves in their gifting, to lift up themselves in their gifting, and to focus the gifts on themselves. 

That kind of self-focused approach to spiritual gifts dishonors God and negatively affects the larger body, whom the gifts are primarily designed to bless. If your use of spiritual gifts are primarily about you, then repentance needs to happen.

Look at Scripture with me again; we see this other-centered focus for example in:
[bookmark: _Hlk68953646]1 Peter 4:10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace
1 Corinthians 12:7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

We must know and love the fact that spiritual gifts, on the horizontal level, are primarily for the good and service of others, not ourselves.
[bookmark: _Hlk68953655]
And the second note under this highlight (and the most important thing of all to say and know) is spiritual gifts are ultimately for God’s glory. We have them for and use them unto God’s glory. 
God’s name and fame must be our hearts’ motivation in all we do; so it is with spiritual gifts. 
Romans 11:36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

Now, at this point we need to transition to considering: 
What are the spiritual gifts we see in the New Testament and are they all given in our day?

Up until about 100 years ago, there was not much confusion or disagreement on this within Christianity. 
From the earliest and best theologians following the time of the New Testament all the way until the beginning of the twentieth century, there was agreement in orthodox Christianity that not all gifts we see in the New Testament continued past Bible times. 

Unfortunately, the idea that contradicts that orthodox understanding has become very normal or popular in our current generation. 

Many churches or denominations seek to continue gifts that God has ceased to give, and most often they are seeking to participate in these gifts in a way that Scripture does not allow for. 

We will explore some of this in the remainder of our lesson. But let’s start by recognizing many of the spiritual gifts the New Testament Scripture speaks to that remain today.
[bookmark: _Hlk68953790]
They are as follows:
Administration:  is wisdom and prudence, ability to execute the plans of leadership by managing people, resources, and time for ministry.  

Service:  to take the initiative to meet the practical and physical needs of others.

Teaching:  to understand, clearly explain, and apply the Word of God rightly (Scripture in our time).

Exhortation:  to give support, admonishment, and encouragement to those who are struggling, to promote growth in another’s Christian maturity. 

Evangelism:  to communicate the good news of Jesus Christ, especially to unbelievers.

Faith:  to trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation, trust in the goodness and plan of the triune God regardless of circumstances, often done in a way that encourages others.  

Generosity: to cheerfully and generously contribute time, material resources, and/or money.

Leadership:  to instill vision, make decisions, motivate, discipline, and direct people to accomplish the work of ministry. 

Acts of Mercy:  to provide compassionate and cheerful support to those who need it, especially those experiencing crisis or pain.  

Existing Revelation Prophecy:  to proclaim and apply God’s truth and expose sin. 

This is not claiming to have a personal insight from God, to hear from God, or to speak for God, rather it is one who proclaims accurately truths found in Scripture alone.   

This list shows many of the spiritual gifts the New Testament Scripture speaks to that remain today.

I want to note a few things about this list.
First, all believers have a call to do all these things and have at least some level of ability to do so. 
Clearly all believers have the spiritual gift of faith. 
We are all to be generous with everything God has given us, regardless if one has the gift of generosity. 
We are all to communicate the good news of Jesus Christ, regardless if one has the gift of evangelism. 
And so on. Everything on that list, we all must do.

Now, the second note is, when we speak of someone having a spiritual gift in a particular area, we mean that there is an advanced or extra ability that exists in the person. 

[bookmark: _Hlk68953920]Now, make it personal: We encourage you to consider what on that list you have advanced ability in and seek to use your gifts for God’s glory. 

This would be a good thing to talk to your table leader and/or disciple-maker about. Get their input on the things they see you gifted with and talk with them about how they think you can more specifically use gifts for the good of others.

Now that we have identified many of the spiritual gifts that remain in our time, let’s consider our second Q/A for this lesson as it points to those that do not remain for our time:

[bookmark: _Hlk68953937]Q114. Are all the biblical spiritual gifts given still?
No. God used certain gifts for a particular purpose and time in human history. God still does miracles, but the gifts that have ceased to be given by God to individuals are the miraculous and revelatory gifts: Apostle of Christ, prophecy, speaking in tongues, interpreting tongues, and miracle worker.

Because these particular miraculous and revelatory spiritual gifts have ceased to be given by God, this is often called the doctrine of cessationism.

[bookmark: _Hlk68953951]Hear it again: While God himself can and still does perform miracles today, the Holy Spirit no longer gifts individuals to perform miraculous signs and gifts.

Let me make that very clear: it is important to recognize that this is not a question of whether God still performs miracles today. 

It would be foolish and unbiblical to claim God does not do miracles by His sovereign power when He wills. 
Our best and most gracious example of God performing miracles Himself in our time is every time a spiritually dead sinner is brought to life, it is a miraculous work of God through His divine grace. 

The Bible teaches very clearly that the only way a blind and spiritually dead sinner can come to savingly know and trust Jesus is if the God does the miraculous work of giving new life (regeneration) to him/her and gifts saving faith. 

Additionally, every time someone is healed solely in answer to the prayers of God’s people—in total contradiction to what the medical community has said and irrespective of the body’s ability and human effort—it’s a divine miracle; God alone has healed by His power.  The power of prayer is not in the prayers themselves but in the God we pray to!!!

Now, Let’s look now at many of the spiritual gifts the New Testament Scripture speaks to that do not remain today, and then why they do not remain today:
[bookmark: _Hlk68953967]
New Revelation Prophecy   (Hearing new, special revelation from God and/or Proclaiming new or personal revelation from God):  This gift enabled those with it to have personal insight from God, hear directly from God, and/or speak for God, all with 100% accuracy. 

Performing Miracles:  The definitive ability to cause something supernatural (something beyond scientific understanding or the laws of nature) to happen.

Healing:  The definitive ability to heal any kind of sickness/illness/disability in a complete, immediate, permanent, and undeniable success.

Speaking Tongues:  The definitive ability to speak in a real human language that was foreign/unknown to the speaker apart from the spiritual gift. 

Interpreting Tongues:  The definitive ability to interpret a real human language that was foreign/unknown to the hearer apart from the spiritual gift.

Discernment of Spirits:  The definitive ability to discern the hearts of men, their thoughts, purposes, and designs to find out falsehood and hypocrisy.

Apostleship: A spiritual gift role of a person who 
was a witness of the resurrected Christ, 
was personally appointed to Apostleship by Christ, and 
was able to work miracles and other now ceased spiritual gifts such as new prophecy of special revelation.

These miraculous gifts are no longer given by the Holy Spirit after the first century. 
In this lesson we have benefited by the work of other Bible teachers, especially Tom Pennington. I’ll be quoting and paraphrasing some of his work through this section. If you check out the resources we are offering after this lesson, you’ll hear that much of this content directly.

So, let’s lay out six biblical reasons for this historic Christian understanding of cessationism. 
[bookmark: _Hlk68954031]
Six biblical reasons for this historic Christian understanding of cessationism

The first biblical reason for cessationism is 
· [bookmark: _Hlk68954051]the unique role of miracles.  

Many evangelicals think that miracles litter almost every year of biblical history.  
In reality, there were only three primary periods in which God worked miracles through uniquely gifted persons. In other words, there were only three primary periods when God gave human beings miracle working power.

The first was that of Moses and Joshua. 
That period lasted from about 1445 B.C. through the career of Joshua that ended in about 1380 B.C.  In other words, that first period of miracles lasted about 65 years.

The second window when miracles were common was during the ministries of Elijah and Elisha, putting the biblical timeline together, they ministered from about 860 B.C. until 795 B.C.  Again a period of only about 65 years.

The third time of miracles was with Christ and His Apostles.  Obviously, it began with His ministry and lasted at the very longest until the death of the Apostle John, or about 65/70 years.

Now throughout biblical history, God Himself has worked direct miracles. But in thousands of years of human history, there were only about two hundred years (in total) in which God empowered humans to work miracles. And even then, miracles were not accomplished every day.  

Why was that? This is so key. It is because the primary purpose of miracles has always been to confirm the credentials of a divinely appointed messenger (to establish the credibility of one who speaks for God); not one who teaches or explains the Word of God as I’m doing this evening, but one in whose mouth God has put His very words.  

Think about Moses first. In Exodus 4 we can see that Moses was concerned that people wouldn’t listen to him as He spoke for God, but God replied by telling Moses that signs and miracles would be worked through him to establish Moses’ credibility as one who speaks for God. 

Moses was a prophet, and he was given miracles to prove that he spoke God’s own words. 
The prophets who were to come after him, the same would be true of them. In the Old Testament, God’s prophets, (those who spoke authoritatively and infallibly for God), performed miracles, because miracles were their credentials. 

A famous miracle outside the Pentateuch comes in the ministry of Elijah and in 1 Kings 18, as he is calling down fire on the altar at Mount Carmel. Based on what Elijah brought about by his request—his summons—his gift—the people believed him. 

When we come to the New Testament, we discover the same pattern unfolding.  

Our Lord, was the great Prophet, the prophet with the greatest message and the greatest claims, and so it’s not surprising then that He performed more miracles than any miracle worker in human history.

But just as it was with Moses and the other Old Testament prophets, the primary purpose of Jesus’ miracles was to show humans His credentials as God’s Messenger—one who spoke infallibly for God.

This point is central in John 5:36, Jesus speaks, “But the testimony that I have is greater than that of John. For the works that the Father has given me to accomplish, the very works that I am doing, bear witness about me that the Father has sent me.”  

He’s saying, “Look at what I do, look at the healing, look at the miracles; they are God proving to you that I am the messenger I claim to be.”

In John 6:14, “When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, ‘This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!’” 
That thing He did was the feeding of the thousands; it was a sign to point to—to confirm—He was sent from God! 

The main reason the Spirit empowered Jesus to perform miracles was to confirm that He spoke the very words of God—that He was everything He claimed to be.  

Next, we need to understand that Jesus not only performed miracles Himself, but He also gave that same power to specific people—the Apostles—and their miracles served exactly the same purpose: to prove to others they were sent by the Lord and spoke His words.  
Speaking of Apostolic ministry, Acts 14:3 says “So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who bore witness to the word of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands.”
Hebrews 2:3-4 make this same point. The writer of Hebrews says the ministry of the Apostles was confirmed by “signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.”

The miraculous gifts that accompanied the Apostles were intended to confirm that they were God’s genuine instruments of revelation, just as the gifts had been with Moses; with the other Old Testament prophets, Elijah and Elisha; and with Jesus Himself.

Now think about this for a moment: Since this pattern is consistent throughout the Scripture, it is reasonable (and proper hermeneutics) to expect that with the death of the Apostles, with the end of God’s new revelation, with the death of those who spoke God’s own words, the human capacity to work miracles would end as well…just as it had after Moses and Joshua for hundreds of years, and just as it had after Elijah and Elisha.

Therefore, the “Good and necessary consequence” of these things from Scripture is to expect that since there is no longer anyone who speaks God’s own words, there is then an end of the miraculous gifts because of the unique role that miraculous gifts played in proving the speaker.

A second related reason (for cessationism) is 
· the end of the gift of Apostleship  
At the outset, we should note that by “apostles” we do not simply mean “sent ones” in the general sense. 

Rather, we are speaking of those select individuals directly appointed and authorized by Jesus Christ to be His immediate representatives on earth, speaking new revelation—
being the infallible mouthpiece of God. 
In this sense, we are speaking of “capital A” apostles–such as the Twelve and the Apostle Paul. 

[bookmark: _Hlk68954107]In the New Testament, Paul refers to the Apostles as one of the gifts that Christ gave His Church. For example, Ephesians 4:11 says, “[God] gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers.” These are roles—gifted roles—God gave the Church.

But the Apostles were a temporary gift. These are capital “A” Apostles; those in a unique role. There are no more Apostles like the Twelve or like Paul. How do we know that? Because an Apostle, to be a true Apostle, you had to meet three qualifications.

First, you had to be a witness of the resurrected Christ.  

Secondly, to be an Apostle, you had to be personally appointed by the sovereign Christ.  

Thirdly, to be an Apostle, you had to be able to work miracles.  

When you look at those three qualifications you realize immediately that there is no one alive today who meets those three qualifications. 

So, this proves so far that one New Testament gift, the gift of Apostleship, has ceased. 
[bookmark: _Hlk68954250]The Lord is no longer giving the gift of Apostleship. 
This is a significant difference in the work of the Spirit between the time of the Apostles and today—one of the most miraculous displays of the Spirit, the gift of Apostleship, ended with the Apostolic age.

It is important to note that the gift of Apostleship ceased without a crystal-clear New Testament statement that it would.  But this is not necessary to understand that this is God’s work. 

With that being the case, that means it is neither impossible nor is it unlikely that other significant changes related to the office of Apostle happened with the passing of the Apostles as well, without being expressly stated. 

You see, once you rightly identify that there are no capital “A” Apostles today, then you have concluded that there was a major change in the gifting of the Spirit between the first century and now. The one New Testament gift most frequently connected to miracles, the gift of Apostleship, has ceased. 

The third reason for cessationism is 
· the foundational nature of the New Testament Apostles and prophets 

You see, the New Testament identifies the Apostles and prophets as the foundation on which the church was built.

In Ephesians 2:19-20, Paul lays a foundational understanding of the Church. He says, “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone.”  

This is the image of the finished foundation of a building. The New Testament church has been established—the work of the Apostles and prophets is complete. 
And now the superstructure is being built on that already completed foundation. The elect are being called and are making up the household.

The foundation was laid by the Apostles and the prophets and the revelation—prophecy—from God that came through them.  
Once the revelation God gave to the Apostles and the New Testament prophets was complete, the foundation was finished. Their work was completed. Their role was done. That’s clearly true of the Apostles, as we’ve already seen. T
hey no longer exist. And now here in Ephesians 2, Paul says that the role of the prophets was also foundational, and it is complete as well.
[bookmark: _Hlk68954286]
We should not expect any more Apostles. We should not expect any more (new revelation) prophets. The foundation was laid in the first century. We should not expect any more new revelation.  

A fourth reason for cessationism is 
· the nature of the New Testament miraculous gifts compared to the charismatic gifts claimed today
[bookmark: _Hlk68954301]
If the Spirit were still gifting believers today with the miraculous gifts, they would meet the standards and examples that we find in the New Testament; however, the gifts claimed today bear almost no resemblance to what’s seen in the New Testament.  

The gift of tongues. 
According to Luke in Acts 2, the New Testament gift was the capacity to speak in a real human language.  Acts 2:7-8: “they were amazed and astonished, saying, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language?’”  

Each of them heard in their own native language. 
The Spiritual gift of speaking in tongues were actual languages, they were known languages. 

That is very different than most who claim the gift of tongues today. The common practice today is to speak in odd sounds, gibberish, or other forms of non-language. The modern thing called “tongues” doesn’t match the real New Testament gift of tongues. 

The gift of new revelation prophecy. 
Contrary to modern practice, nowhere does the Scripture allow for prophecy to be anything but 100% correct—no exceptions. 
For those claiming to hear from God or speak prophecy, their words were to be evaluated against previous revelation, and once it was approved, their prophecies were added to the teaching of the Apostles to form the foundation of the church.  

New revelation prophecy then is direct, infallible revelation. 
That is not what is called prophecy in the twentieth and twenty-first century.  

Some wrongly teaching that new revelation prophecy still exists suggest that prophecies today should begin with, quote: “I think this is what the Spirit might be saying...”  

That is not the New Testament gift of prophecy. 
In the Bible, it was, “Thus says the Lord!”  And it was ALWAYS correct. 

As Peter wrote in 2 Peter 1:21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

I want to be clear here, this means that new revelation (something not revealed to us in Scripture already) or private revelation (“hearing” from God) does not happen through, to, or in individuals or groups any longer. 

God is not speaking unique things personally to us in our heads or audibly to our ears; He is not laying down new revelation.  The Spirit of God certainly leads us and presses upon us but this is always to stir us, remind us and help us to recall the truths of Holy Scripture. It is never to give “new revelation” outside or beyond what is written in God’s infallible word.  
[bookmark: _Hlk68954309]
The gift of healing. 
In the New Testament when someone with the real gift of healing used his gifts, the results were complete, immediate, permanent, and undeniable for every kind of illness or disability. We can see that clearly in the Gospels and Acts for example. 

The claimed healings of today’s “faith healers” are the antithesis of those biblical miracles. What modern day “faith healers” do is incomplete.  They do not have the spiritual gift of healing.

See clearly tonight that the displays of what are today often called the “charismatic gifts” are simply NOT real New Testament gifts. Those that claim they have the miraculous gifts of the Spirit are lying. It’s as simple as that.  What they do is not what we see in Scripture. And there is no biblical consistency in their acts or claims. 
[bookmark: _Hlk68954314]
· the New Testament rules laid down for the miraculous gifts
To help us with this we need to consider the New Testament rules laid down for the miraculous gifts. In 1 Corinthians 14, Paul lays out specific guidelines for how the miraculous biblical gifts were to be practiced in and by the church.  

For example, In 1 Corinthians 14:27-28, he addresses speaking in tongues.  
Whenever the gifts of tongues was to be practiced, there were specific rules to be followed.  

1 Corinthians 14:27-28 If any speak in a tongue, let there be only two or at most three, and each in turn, and let someone interpret. But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent in church and speak to himself and to God.

[bookmark: _Hlk68954332]First of all, God limited how many could speak in tongues in a given service.  
Secondly, they were to speak one at a time.  
Thirdly, there had to be someone to interpret.  

No one was allowed to speak in tongues in the gathering of the saints unless there was someone else who understood that language and could interpret what had been said. 
Why is that? Because there would be no benefit to others in the use of tongues if no one there understands the language being spoken. And, how would anyone know if he was telling the truth or not if no one even understands what is being uttered? 

[bookmark: _Hlk68954401]Fourth rule, by God’s command, women were not allowed to speak in tongues in the corporate worship gathering, as he puts that all-encompassing command at the end 1 Corinthians 14:34.. “the women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be in submission, as the Law also says.”  

[bookmark: _Hlk68954426]This passage speaks to the authority that comes with proclaiming God’s truth to a mixed group of men and women. God has declared that such roles in that setting are only for men. 
That’s God’s will. (See also 1 Timothy 2:12.)
Therefore, that certainly applies to the revelatory, proclaiming gifts like tongues and prophecy.

For the gifts of prophecy, there are specific rules to be followed:  
1 Corinthians 14: 29-34 God through Paul goes on to regulate the practice of the New Testament gift of prophecy. 

Rule number one: two or at the most three were to prophesy at a church service.  
Secondly, other prophets and the congregation were to evaluate those prophecies against previous revelation.  
Thirdly, they were to speak one at a time. 
Fourthly, again, women are not allowed to prophesy in the corporate worship, as per verse 34, as we saw earlier.

Now I want you to look at those points from those verses; I want you to think about those guidelines.    Tragically, most who attempt to practice these ceased gifts today completely disregard those clear biblical commands. 

So, the nature of the so-called miraculous gifts practiced today is simply not the same as that of the New Testament gifts, and that’s because they are not the New Testament gifts—they are not gifts from God. They are counterfeits.

A fifth reason for cessationism is 
· the orthodox belief of church history

It was not until the early 20th century (only around 100 years ago!) that now common ideas about “charismatic gifts” came about. 
There is history on what happened at that time—unbiblical things—that brought about the trend we find ourselves in in our day…but we don’t have time to discuss that. There are resources available if you’d like to become aware of that history.


If you align the New Testament letters chronologically, 1 Corinthians was only the fourth inspired letter that Paul wrote, following Galatians and 1 and 2 Thessalonians.  Paul would write many other canonical letters after 1 Corinthians. After that early letter, 1 Corinthians , there is never a mention of the gift of tongues again.

In the pastoral epistles, in 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus, (the books written near the end of Paul’s ministry as permanent directives for the post-apostolic ministry of the church), there is no mention of the miraculous gifts. 

This is very telling; the gifts were not a key part of the instruction as time went on and especially as the Apostolic period was coming to an end.

[bookmark: _Hlk68954536]When we leave the time-period of the writing of the New Testament, we discover that the testimony of the orthodox Christian church (after the New Testament era) was that the miraculous gifts ceased previously with the Apostles. 

Here are just a couple of examples from different periods of church history.  
Augustine, writing in the late 300’s and early 400’s, said, “In the earliest times, the Holy Spirit fell upon them that believed and they spoke with tongues which they had not learned as the Spirit gave them utterance. That thing was done for a sign and it passed away.”

Martin Luther writes, “This visible outpouring of the Holy Spirit was necessary to the establishment of the early church as were also the miracles that accompanied the gift of the Holy Ghost.  Once the church had been established and properly advertised by these miracles, the visible appearance of the Holy Ghost ceased.”

Jonathan Edwards writes, “Of the extraordinary gifts, they were given in order to the founding and establishing of the church in the world, but since the canon of the Scriptures has been completed, and the Christian church fully founded and established, these extraordinary gifts have ceased.” 

Charles Spurgeon, says, “Those earlier miraculous gifts have departed from us.”  

And note that the best confessions in the historic Church affirm this; such as the Baptist Confession of 1689, which says, the “former ways of God's revealing His will unto His people being now ceased.”

Now that’s just a sampling.  There is the consistent testimony of the church’s key leaders that the miraculous and revelatory spiritual gifts ended with the Apostolic age.

The sixth reason for cessationism is 
· the sufficiency of Scripture. 

The canon of Scripture was completed and closed with the writings of the Apostles and their authorized companions. The result of God’s completed revelation is an all-sufficient Scripture.  
2 Timothy 3:16-17 “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.”  

Church, we have the all-sufficient Scripture. There’s nothing left that’s needed for us to be complete, equipped for every good work.  The man of God needs no additional revelation from God; he has all God has given for the post-Apostolic period in the Bible. 
The Spirit speaks only in and through the inspired Word…the words found in Scripture. 

In 1539, Reformer Martin Luther wrote: “God wants to give you His Spirit only through the external Word.”  
God gave us a written book; it’s not subjective. It’s outside of us, it’s in words and sentences that we can read, analyze, study. It is external to us.  

We don’t have to wonder if that little voice in our mind telling what color shirt to wear today or that little voice in our mind telling to go a different route to the store today is from God or not; it’s not—because (listen carefully here) that is not how God has determined to communicate to us in the here and now. 

…This may be the point in the study that makes some of you uncomfortable. 

Maybe you’ve been taught the opposite to this before. 
Maybe you are fond of the idea that God would privately and customized speak to you.
Maybe you have an experience or multiple where you followed an inner-thought or what seemed like an audible voice and it went well for you….and you love to credit that to God speaking directly to you.

I understand that those ideas or experiences are powerful and persuasive. But, please, remember, that our feelings and experiences don’t define or trump Scripture. Instead, we must interpret our feelings and experiences BY Scripture. 

God has not told us that He will give us customized additional revelation, private or not. 
Rather, He has told us that in Scripture are the words of life—He has told us that Scripture is complete and sufficient for us. 
You are not a prophet—He has not given any more prophets after the Apostles and it’s His good will that we are satisfied with His Bible.  Please do not feel that this downgrades the intimacy of your relationship with God. It does not.  He is still so personal and the Holy Spirit is so mightily at work in your mind and Spirit.. The key is to understand that he doesn’t need to tell you anything new to lead you the way he wants you to go.  His word is truly SUFFICIENT!

As the historic confession says, “The Holy Scriptures are the only sufficient, certain, and infallible standard of all saving knowledge, faith, and obedience." In Scripture is "everything essential for his own glory and man’s salvation, faith, and life."

Martin Luther also wrote, “Let the man who would hear God speak, read holy Scripture.”

So, it is right and good to know and affirm that God is not speaking unique things personally to us in our heads or audibly to our ears; He is not laying down new revelation. 

Please hear this (don’t leave here NOT hearing this clarity): The Spirit of God certainly leads us, reminds us of, presses upon us, Scripture, no doubt. But, God is not speaking unique things personally to us in our heads or audibly to our ears.

We have Scripture from God to read and study and know His will—His words for us.  

In all of this it is also important to realize that the early church, forming and living right after Christ’s ascension, did not have the completed Bible, as we do today. 

Therefore, the gift of prophecy was necessary in order for the early Christians to know what God would have them do. The gift of prophecy enabled believers to communicate new and needed truth/commands/revelation from God. 

BUT, Now that God’s revelation is complete in the Bible, the “revelatory” gifts are no longer needed.

Therefore, we, with those most consistent in Church history, know that the miraculous and revelatory spiritual gifts are no longer given by the Holy Spirit. 

As I said, God still does amazing miracles today and sometimes performs those miracles in direct response to the prayers of His people. However, these things are not the miraculous gifts of the Spirit given to individuals. 
The primary purpose of the miraculous gifts in New Testament time was to prove that the Apostles’ testimony was true—that they were truly God’s messengers and to move the gospel across the outside lands in increased and more rapid ways. 
[bookmark: _Hlk68954585]
Now, you have heard from the elders and the rest of the teaching team in different ways at different times about each one of us in the church needing to be discerning in the resources we are reading and listening to. 

For example, Scott said in one of his lessons, Q “Stop seeking out extra words from God that aren’t in Scripture. Many of you have heard of Jesus Calling by Sarah Young. Stop reading these types of books. Why? Because she claims to hear from God.” 

Sarah Young is in direct conflict with church history and Scripture when she claims to hear privately from God. Because of this, she is not to be trusted, learned from, or studied from. 
And there are many others to avoid in our day. There are many televangelists, for example, who deny what we have seen tonight as they deceive people by claiming things regarding the miraculous and revelatory gifts that are not true. Hopefully, you have already made changes in what you are watching or reading to not include such persons.

There are even some respected modern Bible teachers and pastors whom who hold a different view regarding this area of doctrine. The majority of what they teach is sound and can be a blessing, but to various degrees on this topic (miraculous gifts) they have departed from orthodox church history. Therefore, we should not learn from them on this topic. Now, we still love these men, and count them brothers, and recommend much of their other work.

What this means is that we must use discernment when reading, even some of our favorites, to be sure that what is being taught is truly biblical and in line with the orthodox historical theology that has stood the test of time, so to not get caught up in modern, unbiblical ideas. 

It’s good to know these two categories, so you are equipped to guard your heart and mind when you hear someone teaching the miraculous / revelatory gifts are still active today.

Practically, we all must vet all resources we are interested in against Scripture. Test everything against the standard of Scripture. And then lean only on solid resources to help you biblically know God more and love Him truly. 

Additionally, teaching sound doctrine and refuting those who are teaching what is contrary to Scripture is one of the primary roles of your pastors and teachers. Please allow us to fulfill this by helping you vet the resources you’re considering, so we may help you be mindful and have good discernment for where problems may arise or come into play. 
It is our joy to do this with you.   

As we have been doing through this Word of Truth Catechism midweek series, we want to rightly understand Scripture and the teaching of Church history so that we cannot be misled by unbiblical trends or ideas. 

Ultimately, it’s Scripture we look to “hear” from God; as Romans 15:4 says, “For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”

So, God still gives MANY good spiritual gifts today: 
Administration
Service
Teaching
Exhortation
Evangelism
Faith
Generosity
Leadership
Acts of Mercy
Previous Revelation Prophecy (Proclaiming previous revelation [Scripture in our time] of God)

We have these gifts and Scripture, so we are not lacking anything He wants us to have in this time. 
As we said earlier, we encourage you to consider what on the list you have advanced ability in and seek to use your gifts for God’s glory. This would be a good thing to talk to your table leader or disciple-maker about. Get their input on the things they see you gifted with and talk with them about how they think you can more specifically use them for the good of others.

Let’s pray.
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Intro:  
We are currently in the section of theology called Ecclesiology, which is the study of the doctrine of the church. It’s from the Latin word ecclesia which emphasizes the gathering and ministry of the church.  

It is the study of how God has instructed us, His redeemed people, to act and what we are to do and not do, and how we are supposed to operate. 

This leads us to Questions 112 in our Word of Truth Catechism and the important practice of the Lord’s Supper:

Q112. What is the Lord's Supper?
The Lord’s Supper is a holy, New Covenant ordinance from our Lord Jesus, whereby professing believers gather together regularly to remember, celebrate, and testify of the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ by the eating of bread and the drinking of wine, which symbolize the body and blood of Jesus. This is a regular practice and testimony for those who are saved by God.
 
Now, most of the time when we are practicing the Lord’s Supper it is with only a 5 minute introduction on a Sunday service but tonight we get to really look wide and deep at what the Lord’s Supper is and how he honor the Lord in our practice of it.  With much to cover let’s start with some history. 

Romans 6:23 simply and profoundly says, “the wages of sin is Death”

The righteous consequence of mankind’s sin was and is God’s judgment and wrath. 

Since the fall God has enacted his judgment and wrath in many ways though out mankind’s history as we study the Holy Scriptures.  

One of the most historic times he did this is found in the verses in Genesis 6 whereby God declares and then executes his judgment and wrath over all of mankind by killing them with a global flood with the exception of the family of Noah.

Another critical and pinnacle place we see God exercise his righteous judgment and wrath on deserving sinners is found in His execution of the 10th plague that God put over Egypt. 

Turn with me to Exodus 11:4-6 So Moses said, “Thus says the LORD: About midnight I will go out in the midst of Egypt, 5 and every firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the firstborn of the slave girl who is behind the handmill, and all the firstborn of the cattle. 6 There shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there has never been, nor ever will be again.

Drop down to Chapter 12 and read with me the instructions that God gives to Moses for His chosen people Isreal and the Passover…

Exodus 12:1-14 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household. 4 And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6 and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 
7 “Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts.10 And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11 In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord's Passover. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt.
14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord; throughout your generations, as a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.
Understand that this event, the exodus and the provision of God to free Israel from Egypt’s grip was talked about worldwide for generations and generations. It would be the most cherished gathering of the Jews and would serve to point the hearts of his people to the One who is sovereign in salvation. 
2. Passed Over 
From eternity past, God has had a plan to redeem his elect from the separation and eternal wrath due them for their sin. To do this he planned for a royal redeemer to come and die in our place so that we could be free from the eternal penalty of sin and reconciled to God to enjoy him forever. 

God the Son, Jesus, is this promised redeemer. The Passover not only became the most cherished Jewish practice to honor God and remember what he did to set them free but it would be the table at which Jesus would establish a new covenant between God and his people.  

The Passover that began at the Exodus would point generations to the truer and better Passover lamb. Jesus Christ. 

Turn with me now to the Gospel of John chapter 1:
John 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

The forerunner of Christ (John the Baptist) announces Jesus as "the lamb of God," not as "the word of God," not as "the Christ of God," but as THE LAMB. 

This is so critical because the work of the Lamb of God is absolutely vital to forever salvation being earned and applied. Without a proper sacrifice (a fitting “lamb”), sinful humans are without hope for spiritual redemption! 

Before we get to the official work of Jesus as the Lamb of God, let’s look back on God’s divine plan from the beginning to provide the needed Lamb.  God in his providence uses a lamb all throughout history to make it clear that a sinful people are desperate for a Lamb.. A Lamb of God.

1.  In Genesis 4, we have the Lamb typified as Abel sacrifices a lamb unto the Lord. 
2.  We have the Lamb prophesied in Genesis 22:8 where Abraham said to Isaac, "God will provide himself a lamb." 
3. In Exodus 12, we have the Lamb slain on behalf of the people and its blood applied. 
4. in Isaiah 53:7, here for the first time we learn that the promised Lamb of God would be a Man. 
5. In John 1:29, we have the Lamb identified as Jesus.
7. in the last chapter of the Bible we have the Lamb glorified, seated upon the eternal throne of God, Revelation 22:1. 

As Hebrews 9:22 says, “Without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of sin.”    
The Bible says in Romans 6:23 the wages for sin is death,     <>Sin earns death. 
In the Old Covenant system God put in place, the animal dies as a temporary substitute in the place of the sinful people at the hands of the High Priest.

Now, here the problem, the Bible is also clear that ….
“it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” Hebrews 10:4

So, What is going on in all of the OT sacrifice and the spilling of the blood of Spotless lambs and goats is a foreshadow of the lasting sacrifice—the ultimate grace of God that would be provided in Christ alone.

God is pointing to the ultimate Sacrifice. The one true Sacrifice. 
The perfect and satisfactory blood of the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world. 

All throughout the OT, God is making a way for Jesus.  The one who would bring grace upon grace. 
Oh how it was the grace of God to give his people this system to point to the fact that he would not just condemn but he would act in amazing Grace!     

The whole OT system was pointing forward to what would happen someday in a final sacrifice for sin. Those whom God would save of the OT were putting their faith in the coming Messiah--THE LAMB OF GOD--who would pay the complete and final price for their sin and make Atonement for their sin in the only way it could be paid for.    


3. The Cup of Wrath

Mark 14: 32-36 They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, "Sit here while I pray." 33He took Peter, James and John along with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. 34"My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death," he said to them. "Stay here and keep watch."  35Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. 36"Abba, Father," he said, "everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will."

Praise God that Jesus was obedient to the Father to the point of Death. 
Not my will but yours be done.   He drank the cup of Wrath on our behalf. 

This is the Gospel of “our Passover”
2 Corinthians 5:21, He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, 
He took on our sin for His chosen ones!   He paid our price.   He Atoned our sin. 

Now, we must also understand: 
At that moment, the wrath of God due a particular people was satisfied.   
The justice of God was met.   The holiness of God was respected.     AMEN?

1 Corinthians 5:7 says … For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.

This is God’s amazing plan of redemption for us, his chosen people.  
What the Passover meant to the Jews for generations pointed to what the Lord’s Supper means to us today. 

It is our opportunity to celebrate the Passover lamb who drank the cup of wrath on our behalf. 
Only in Him do we have new freedom from the wrath of God and are reconciliation to him forever. 

This brings us to the new ordinance that Jesus gave to the disciples the night before he was betrayed. At the last Passover meal, God the Son, gave his people a new tradition and new remembrance and a new celebration and testimony to the watching world about how the Lord Jesus paid our penalty so that God is righteous to “pass over” us and all others who believe in Jesus alone for salvation… 

4. The Lord’s Supper
Turn with me to:
Jesus Ordinance of the Lord’s Supper
Luke 22:14-20 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15 And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves.18 For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.

To understand the instructions of our Lord we must understand the context. 
They are at the last Passover meal. 

At the last supper, Jesus gives us instruction as to how we (his bride) are to remember him, testify of what he has done, and tell the story by celebrating the Lord’s Supper until he comes again.  In Matthew we read:

Matt. 26:26-29  Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Why is this so significant?  Because He was about to substitute himself. Just as the lamb that the Jews used to put blood on their doorpost, so the Spirit would Passover them and not kill their first born as the 10th plague required.   We who are in Christ.  Whom he substitutes himself for us.. we are Passed over from the wrath of God because Christ our sacrificial lamb took it on himself.  

This is the Gospel. This is the Good news. That in God’s grace and Jesus costly sacrifice we are forgiven and made new and given eternal, new life in Christ.  

Jesus wants us to remember him.. (do this in remembrance of me)  
And he wants us to testify this good news to each other and the watching world with visual physical symbols until he comes again. 

Now, to rightly understand how we are to practice this ordinance given to us by the Lord we must understand the two specific elements the Lord chose to be symbols that represent his body and blood.  He took these two symbols from the Passover table and told us to carry them forward as a specific testimony of what he has done in a new tradition and ceremony!

As we study the whole of scripture we need to understand that the two elements that Jesus chose are not without deep meaning and purpose. It is our desire to understand the meaning and purpose and to use these elements in our church’s communion table so that all believers can participate in these things as the Lord instructed us. 

Let’s look back for a moment at the elements at the Passover meal table that the Lord chose for us to carry forward. 
 
-The Bread
The Symbolism of unleavened bread and why Jesus choose it for the Lord’s Supper ordinance. 
The grain the Lord instructed them to eat at Passover in place of chametz is called matzah. Matzah is unleavened bread made from simple ingredients like flour and water and cooked very quickly. 

The instructions for the Passover meal involved the removal of chametz (sha-mets) from homes and property. chametz is leaven. 

The removal of chametz commemorates a few things possibly, one being the fact that the Jews left Egypt in a hurry and did not have time to let their bread rise. 

Additionally, in the Bible, leaven is almost always symbolic of sin. Even a little leaven will eventually leaven the whole lump, affecting the whole church or the whole world. 
Galatians 5:9 A little leaven leavens the whole lump.

Even a little permitted sin will lead to other sins will compromise our testimony in Christ.
1 Corinthians 5:6-7  … Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.

So, such strong symbolic testimony in UNLEAVENED bread—Jesus was the perfect, SINLESS man. He gave His SINLESS (UNLEAVENED) life as a ransom. For this, He gave His body to be broken….which leads us to our next point.  

The Symbolism of bread and why Jesus choose it for the Lord’s Supper ordinance. 
First, Jesus’ human life under God’s wrath, substituted for ours, is the only way we are set free, forgiven and unshackled from our bondage to sin.   Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Second, in John 6:27-37 and elsewhere Jesus teaches that he is the true satisfying bread of life.  That Bread which symbolizes life and sustenance points to Jesus as the True bread of life.  That fact that he gave up his body, his life, for our so that we could have the true bread that is eternal life and satisfaction is the beautiful testimony of the gospel.   So, Jesus gave us the symbolism of eating the unleavened BREAD to remember the breaking of his body that he who is the true bread and lasting life will come again to usher in his eternal kingdom.  

 Church, don’t miss the meaning of the bread which symbolizes Life.  
Jesus body was given so that we could be given true and lasting Life in Christ. 
All of what the bible teaches us about bread and unleavened bread is helpful and good for us as we partake in the Lord’s supper and use this symbol to remember his body give for our life. 

- The Wine
The Symbolism of wine and why Jesus choose it for the Lord’s Supper ordinance. 
The Passover Seder (ritual) included 4 different cups of wine that were poured and consumed with different emphasis at different points in the meal.  

The four cups of wine used at various points during the Seder each has a name: 
the first glass is the “cup of sanctification.” 
the second is the “cup of judgment.” 
the third is the “cup of redemption.” 
the fourth is the “cup of praise.” 

Sanctification, Judgment, Redemption, and Praise.  
All significant meaning for the New Covenant that Jesus shed blood would mean for us.  

So as Jesus lifts the cup of wine at the Last Supper He does two amazing things: 

1. He promised that the next time He drank the fruit of the vine with them would be in the kingdom (Luke 22:17).  

2. Later in the Seder, Jesus holds up a cup of wine and declares it to be the symbol of his shed blood which would bring about the New Covenant between God and his people. (Luke 22:20). 

In this, Jesus fulfills the Passover symbolism pointing to him as the ultimate sacrifice for us and he establishes a new ordinance with important meaning for the church until he returns that centers around the symbol of wine.   

Understand it is not “the cup” that is the symbol that points to his blood but what is in the cup that is the symbol of his blood.  Jesus uses the term, “the fruit of the vine” because that is the term the Jews used to designate the wine partaken of on sacred occasions, as at the Passover and on the evening of the Sabbath.  We must not forget that the “blood of grapes” in the OT was always reference to Yayin, which is wine. Wine is the substance that holds the special symbolism God intended and pointed to all throughout scripture. 

The late Baptist theologian John Gill also adds, helpfully, “It should be further known, that the wine at the Passover, and so what Christ used at his supper, was red…which, as it most fitly represented the blood sprinkled on the door posts of the Israelites, when the Lord passed over their houses; so the blood of Christ, shed for the remission of the sins of his people” AMEN!

Like the bread, the wine has always held significant symbolism and value in God’s economy.
Let me remind you of a few…

Wine is a symbol of blessing
Wine, in Scripture, is a promise from God of the blessings of the covenant 
Psa 4:7 You have put more joy in my heart than they have when their grain and wine abound.

Though sinful men can misuse and abuse this gift, as with many good gifts, God Himself uses it as an example of His goodness towards us. 
Ps 104:14-15 You cause the grass to grow for the livestock and plants for man to cultivate,
that he may bring forth food from the earth 15 and wine to gladden the heart of man,
oil to make his face shine and bread to strengthen man's heart.

In fact, wine is a blessing that God specifically promises to those who honor Him with their first fruits.
 Prov 3:9-10 Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your produce;
10 then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.

 As in all things in creation, wine itself is a symbol, a picture, a reflection of something bigger and greater. It is a picture of the blessings that come from a right relationship with God 
Isa 25:6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.

Wine is a symbol of Life with God 
In fact, it is a picture of the new life we have in Christ
Isa 55:1 Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money,
come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.

Jesus used wine as a symbol of the indwelling Holy Spirit, who cannot be limited by old traditions. 
Matt 9:17 Neither is new wine put into old wineskins. If it is, the skins burst and the wine is spilled and the skins are destroyed. But new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.

These two good gifts (unleavened bread and red wine) Jesus chose for us are used to point to the better gift…..   An everlasting gift we have only In Jesus Christ. 

We are convicted according to scripture and not tradition or personal preference that we should honor the Lord in our regular and faithful remembrance of Him and testimony of his death until he comes again by using the symbols he gave us remembering that the bread and the wine point to Him. 
   He is the prize, he is the point, he is the gospel we testify of and hope in and worship forevermore.  

Church: Remember the good news is he did this for us and he is coming again.. 
And when he does that feast will be amazing. 

Isaiah 25:6-9 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine,
of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
7 And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations.
8 He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken.
9 It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us.
This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”    AMEN!

Until God ordains Jesus coming to take us home to the wedding feast he has prepared, He has instructed us to testify with the Lord’s Supper and so testify we must.  

Q112. What is the Lord's Supper?
The Lord’s Supper is a holy, New Covenant ordinance from our Lord Jesus, whereby professing believers gather together regularly to remember, celebrate, and testify of the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ by the eating of bread and the drinking of wine, which symbolize the body and blood of Jesus. This is a regular practice and testimony for those who are saved by God.

This is why the regular practice of the Lord’s supper is so important. It keeps our minds and hearts focused on the Gospel and centered on Christ and it is a public testimony of a tangible symbolism of the Gospel for those who are still unbelievers. It is a unifying time for the redeemed to come together and remember, celebrate and testify what Christ has done to save us.  

Church: May the Lord’s supper never become an obligatory routine but one of great symbolism and deep meaning of the Gospel that has set us free and the that proclaims Jesus substitutional death on behalf of undeserving sinners so that we can be restored to Him for life eternal. 

5. Our Reformation form an unbiblical modern adjustment to the Lord’s Supper 
For those of you who are newer to our church and possibly wonder why we do the Lord’s supper a little different than other church’s you have been a part of, let me tell you that it was not just preference but serious conviction that we needed to address the unbilical practices regarding the Lord’s supper as part of our ongoing commitment to biblical obedience in place of human tradition and or personal preference.

About 150 years ago an unbiblical change to the practice of the Lord’s supper was introduced and embraced by much of the church that is still practiced today. 

This change was not brought about from a teaching found in Scripture. 
In fact, it was brought about despite what Scripture tells us about bread and wine and the Lord’s Supper ordinance given to us by our Lord. 

During the temperance movement in the 19th century, the Welch family (founders of now well know Welch’s grape juice company) made a proposition to a Methodist Church council to change the Lord’s Supper from wine to a grape juice that didn’t contain alcohol.

This change required a completely new process to handling the juice of grapes. Their commitment to prohibition was so strong, they were able to create a pasteurization process and new handling of grapes that had never been done like this before as then were successful in influencing much of the church in their practice of the Lord’s Supper. 

From Welch’s own website, we find the explanation of the historic change that was made in 1869, “Dr. Thomas Bramwell Welch launches the processed fruit juice industry when he successfully pasteurizes Concord grape juice to produce an ‘unfermented sacramental wine’  for fellow church parishioners in Vineland, N.J.”  

The problem is, “Unfermented sacramental grape juice” is not what Jesus instructed for us to use at the Lord’s Supper, and that is not what Jesus drank in His time, nor what the Apostles and churches after Him drank, and not what honors God ordaining the rich symbolism that comes with wine as God intended it.

But, the practice of substituting wine for a pasteurized juice that doesn’t contain alcohol was then adopted by many other churches and denominations along the way. This included our historic church, many years ago. 

The main problem with this change and practice is that there is not a biblical basis for it. 
It was a pragmatic attempt at addressing cultural struggles instead of trusting in scripture to properly lead us. As a result a new approach to the Lord’s Supper was introduced, which was the use of grape juice in place of wine at the Lod’s Supper. 

Some, modern churches still justify why they insist on grape juice instead of what Jesus prescribed in order to attempt to prevent people from struggling with overuse of alcohol.

But let me bring to mind two very important clarities from scripture that reveal the gross misstep and misapplication of the Gospel that comes with this line of thinking and practice.

For churches or people who think they need to substitute grape juice for wine, the reasoning is to not introduce any kind of temptation to sin to one who might struggle with over consumption of alcohol.
But this is not how sin works.

Sin doesn’t come into us from the outside. As the Bible says in James 1:14 says, “each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.” We sin when we give in to temptation within our flesh.  So the removing of wine from the Lord’s table doesn’t solve the problem that some have with sinfully over indulging in alcohol. The position some of the church took 150 years ago to remove wine form the Lord’s Supper and to say Christians shouldn’t drink is an anti-gospel way of dealing with sin. While, removing something from our grasp or practice for a time might help for a moment or a season it doesn’t address the internal issue and or give lasting power to overcoming sin.   

Hear me clearly on this point because we can’t miss this:
2. The power to honor God in all things is the gospel’s work in and through us. 
The way we fight sin is not removing ourselves from society or the good things God has given us, the way we fight sin is Christ in us to rightly handle the things we face and to turn away from temptation and to honor the Lord.  

Therefore the answer to how we help those who struggle with the sin of over indulgence of alcohol is the gospel. It is not with an external man made modification to Christ’s holy prescription for what elements we are to use for the Lord’s Supper.

Praise God for the gospel’s work in our lives to empower us to mature in Christ and rightly steward the things he has given us for his glory and others good. 

Here is the point of our biblical conviction for using wine at the Lord’s Supper at Disciples Church. 
--Since the good and perfect and authoritative Lord of all, instituted wine for us to consume the Lord’s Supper, we need NOT question or change the practice based on circumstance or the logic or rational of man.  To argue that a modern day demands a modern practice is to say that the Lord did not have in full and clear view what our society and it’s struggles would be today. This is to break down the very omniscience and holiness of God.  This is simply not our place.

God is good in all he does and prescribes and He does not and will not tempt his people to stumble.  James 1:13 says "Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one." 

What this means is our Lord Jesus giving bread and real wine for this ordinance is not wrong or lacking wisdom and we should not feel the need to think we have a wiser practice then he gave us. 
A Christian should not reason that because they have a sinful history with food or alcohol that they should insert different items into the practice of the Lord’s supper.  No, we should trust God’s good prescription and walk by faith in the divine wisdom of it!!

Using wine for the Lord’s Supper is not wrong or lacking wisdom.
The righteous use of something that is not sinful is not lacking wisdom. 

Additionally, No one should say that ½ an ounce of ceremonial wine instructed from the Lord is the reason or basis for any sinful actions someone takes. 

Again, "Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one."  What this means is, if someone pursues sin, they are responsible for it.  We don’t look to the good gift of God as the culprit for the sin. 

Let me show you an example from scripture for another reason why we know that it is not the will of the Lord to remove wine for the communion table for reasons that some struggle with over indulgence in alcohol.   Even when the New Testament church was overindulging in wine and coming together to participate in the Lord’s supper the prescription of the Apostle Paul was not to remove wine but to call the church to accountability and repentance. 

Look… 
1 Corinthians 11:17-26 But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come together it is not for the better but for the worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part, 19 for there must be factions among you in order that those who are genuine among you may be recognized. 20 When you come together, it is not the Lord's supper that you eat. 21 For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not.

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Paul admonishes the Corinthian church for the overuse of alcoholic wine and their lack of selfless unity at the Lord’s supper. He rebukes them for their selfishness and getting drunk at these church gatherings.  AGAIN, SEE THAT His remedy is not to remove wine from communion but to instruct them to get back to what the Lord told us to do and without sinful or selfish indulgence.

Church Family, Because we are committed for God’s word to rule us in all things, it is our Elders united and ongoing conviction that the use of wine at the Lord’s table (as the Lord instructed us to use) and not a substitute like grape juice.  

No one is wiser than God. The wisest, most loving person to ever walk this planet chose to use wine personally and to instruct us to use it for the Lord’s supper as the symbol of his choice. The God of love and wisdom chose to create wine, give it, and have us drink it on the new earth one day. These are important things we perhaps too easily forget.

Let me address while we are together a few common questions that some have as we interact with this practice and with God’s prescription in His holy word.  

One of those is…
-What about underage believing children or teens, can they or should they partake of wine with the Lord’s supper? 

Our answer is Yes.  
Note first that, the custom of the Jews at the Passover required all (men, women, and children) to drink four cups of wine. A prominent Jewish Rabbi in the early years noted that, it is commanded to perform this duty, "with red wine.” 

So, remember, that was the context that the Lord Jesus prescribed the Lord’s Supper—the context where adults AND children drank the ceremonial wine. 

But, even more important then what happened in that old Passover tradition is that, the Lord has given these symbols as the means of our testimony during the Lord’s supper. Jesus prescribed unleavened bread and real wine for Christians. We need not and should not question that they are right and good.  Jesus did not give a separate symbol for the believers under a certain age. He would not have given a separate symbol as real wine was THE fitting symbol.

As it relates to human laws, as you’ve learned very well in recent years, Christians are to follow the laws of the land when they do not contradict or work against the instructions of the Lord.  For this reason the underage children/teens who are of faith have partaken of sacramental wine for religious gatherings for centuries rightly, without a problem.  This is not forbidden under the law. 

Pastorally, we also want to add that, Parents and bible teachers teaching children the proper use of anything is how we are to lead and shape them. As they grow, we want our children and youth to have a God honoring view and practice of things like alcohol, eating, media, etc. Part of this is to help them see that a 1/2 oz of ceremonial wine for the Lord’s supper is very different than socially having a glass of an alcoholic beverage and VERY different than someone getting drunk. 

-What should you do if you feel a conviction or struggle that contradicts the clear teaching of scripture and is causing you to long for something different then the Lord has prescribed?

First recognize that this is not that different then struggling with any clear teaching in Holy Scripture. We need to take seriously any fleshly opposition to God’s authoritative word. 
Our desire should to be to ultimately honor the Lord in all things as he has revealed in scripture. Therefore, you should desire to walk by faith and not by sight. You should do this because you belong to Christ and because Christ has you in His grip now and forever and have nothing to fear but God himself.

-Second, you should humbly lean on your shepherds to help you walk and talk this out.  Not assuming and or not exercising the good means God has given you as sheep of His flock but looking to your shepherds to hear you, pray with you, look to scripture with you and help you seek the Lord in all things. 

We want to know where the precious members of this church stand and struggle and only by knowing where you are, can we lead you well in these things and our best walking with you in the ways we will continue to reform this practice in our church moving forward. 

6. Accountable and Faithful Practice
Finally,  It is important that when we take the Lord’s supper we do it accountably. 

1 Corinthians 11:23-29  For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself.

Three things I want to be sure to touch on here. 

the Lord’s supper is only for those whom God has given saving faith in Jesus alone for salvation and who have ideally been baptized to profess that faith.

This means the Lord’s Supper is not for children who are not credibly professing faith in Christ and or friends or casual attendees who don’t credibly profess faith.  The Lord’ supper is given to the body of Christ to remember his sacrifice on their behalf… if you do not have saving faith in Christ then you are not a part of the body of Christ and you do not have a testimony of Christ to celebrate and share with the world.  *it stands as a tangible reminder to our unbelieving children of friends or family who attend that they have the most serious business to do in being saved before they are a part of the family of God in this most important way. 

Repentance from sin must happen to rightly honor the Lord’s supper. 
If a believer is walking in unrepentance or is under Christian discipline they should repent so they can rightly testify publicly that they belong to Jesus and he has given them the power to overcome sin.  Walking in disobedience to King Jesus is a contrasting testimony that is not good for the gospel or one’s personal witness. This is why Paul is saying, 27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself. (1 Corinthians 11:27-29)

We must examine ourselves.  Is there unrepentant sin I have not dealt with?  This doesn’t mean perfection. The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful place to be reminded how dependent on Jesus you are to overcome sin.  If struggling repent and drink deeply and be reoriented for who you are in Christ. 
But if you are in a season of sinfully avoiding repentance then you are participating in an unworthy manner.  The Corinthian church was guilty of selfish and sinful behavior. Paul is saying, take account and repent so that you do not stand in judgment outside of a true witness and walk with Christ. 


The Lord’s supper is to be practiced faithfully and regularly by his people until he returns. 

1 Corinthians 11:26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

The Lord’s super is a beautiful and wonderful symbol of the grace of God on undeserving sinners. It points us to the sacrifice of the spotless lamb in our place and testifies to a watching world about what God has done and that he is coming again to claim his bride and provide a wedding feat like no other as we honor and worship the God of all creation. 

We are convicted to treasure our time at the Lord’s table and this witness and remembrance the Lord has given.  So we long to be regular and faithful in our practice of it moving forward.  

Please make your preparation for the Lord’s supper a special part of your preparation for Sunday worship.  Our practice is to celebrate the Lord’s Supper on the 1st, 3rd and 5th SUNDAY of the month. 
Focusing on a time of corporate prayer on the 2nd and 4th Sundays. 

Let us value the symbolism God has given us and be faithful and accountable in our practice of it. 

What is the Lord's Supper?
“The Lord’s Supper is a holy, New Covenant ordinance from our Lord Jesus, whereby professing believers gather together regularly to remember, celebrate, and testify of the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ by the eating of bread and the drinking of wine, which symbolize the body and blood of Jesus. This is a regular practice and testimony for those who are saved by God.”
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