Very few people actually manage their money. They bring money in, and they push money out, but with little to no thought or management of it based on what’s most important. A true monthly budget records what you bring in (income) and what you plan to delegate that income towards based on the priorities God has given us. The goal is to prayerfully plan and prioritize how to best use/save/share the money God has entrusted you with, and then see it through with accountability each month. A true budget plans how every penny will be spent with no miscellaneous categories. This simple practice allows you to be accountable to how money is spent and allows you to make changes when necessary, according to your gospel-centered priorities.   

Monthly Family Budget Outline

Income



(Start by figuring out what God is entrusting to you)





His income:   
______

Her income:   
______

Other income:  
______   (For example: income from your secondary internet business or rental property)


Special: 

______
(For example: seasonal bonus, gift from family, profit from spring garage sale)

Total: 

______
(This is your monthly total take home income. The plan is to delegate how you will spend/save/share this below.)

Giving



(The gospel causes us to put the Kingdom of God and others before ourselves)



First Fruits:  
______   (The Bible teaches us that we trust in and worship God above all else when we joyfully commit a regular,  

generous, proportional amount of our income to our home church in which one is a committed participant.)

Additional Giving: ______   (To other ministries, organizations, missionaries, and projects you support or participate in)

Gospel Gifts:
______   (A set-aside amount to build up so that you can help those God puts in your path who are in need)
Savings



(To not prioritize savings is to plan to go into debt due to unexpected expenses and/or loss/change in income)

Basic:   

______
(Your local bank’s main savings account, used for emergencies and or unexpected expenses)

Long Term:
______
(Preferably a hard-to-get-to account or investment, yielding a good interest rate that is not to be used)

Specialized: 
______
(A separate jar, envelope, or account used to save for special spending: vacation, a specific item, car, wedding)
Debt



(Prioritizing debt payoff means less money to lenders in interest and more money back into your budget)
Credit Card #1:
______  (Prioritize and pay off your highest interest rate first) 
Credit Card #2:
______ 


Loans:

______  (it is worth-while to sometimes look into loan consolidation) 
Other:

______  
Home



(Many of the following areas you will need to prayerfully consider how they help you live more for God than self)
Mortgage/Rent:
______  

Electricity:
______   


Gas:

______   

Water:

______  

Yard Maint.:
______  (Pool, gardener, sprinklers, lawn and garden care)

House Maint.:
______
(Carpets, plumbing, appliances, etc.)

House Items:
______  (Light bulbs, cleaners, toilet paper, soaps)
Auto















Car #1:

______  

Car #2:

______ 

Gasoline:
______   (With gas prices like they are, tracking and being accountable for gas use can help you save)

Insurance:
______   (Have you shopped for better prices or looked into deductions you may qualify for lately?)


Annual Fees:
______ 
 (License/registration - set aside an even monthly portion of the total so the money is available when due)
Auto Maint.    
______   (Tires, smog, repairs, routine maintenance, etc.)
Communications/Media













Internet: 

______ 
Home Phone: 
______ 

Cell Phone: 
______ 
 (Have you shopped for better prices or looked to lower your minutes, text, or data packages?)
Sat/Cable: 
______   (When money is tight, this should be one of the first luxuries to cut or trim)
Health















Premium:
______  
Deductable:
______ 
Co-pays: 
______ 

Gym Fee:
______

Supplements:
______
Lifestyle














Grocery:
 
______    

Dining Out:
______   (When money is tight, this should be one of the first luxuries to cut or trim)

His Spending:
______   (Each person should be given a monthly stipend to spend in a God-honoring way on his interests)

Her Spending:
______   (Each person should be given a monthly stipend to spend in a God-honoring way on her interests)
Family Outings:
______   (Are you budgeting and planning ways to get your family out and about?)

Kids allowance:
______   (Teaching your children how to earn, budget, and save is a life lesson they will learn no where else)
Clothing:
 
______    

Gifts:

______
  (Birthdays, anniversary, weddings, Christmas, etc.)

Taxes
 
______    (Not setting aside the right amount of money for quarterly or annual taxes can pinch you quick)
Education














Tuition
 
______ 
Books  
 
______ 
Supplies
 
______ 
End Balance:

​​​0 
   

The purpose of a budget is to plan and prioritize every dollar. That means there should not be anything left over. If you need to add a few categories, please do. You just want to avoid any miscellaneous categories where money can flippantly and randomly be spent and not accounted for.
