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Q118. At the final judgment, what happens to people who did not have saving faith in Christ Jesus?
Their souls will be united forever with their bodies, and upon their final judgment, they will be thrown into hell and punished by God’s wrath forever because of their guilt. 


Our topic tonight is not a very popular one. Question 118 on final judgment and question 119 on Hell. When we gather together for fellowship our conversations usually don’t go into musings about the nature of Hell and the eternal state of unbelievers. I think most of us would admit that it is a subject we would probably rather not think about. 
So why have we found it important to include it in our catechism as a subject for us to know about and spend time studying? Because Jesus taught us that it is important. It is argued that Jesus spoke more about Hell than he did about Heaven. Whether He did or didn’t really doesn’t matter, the fact is that a large bulk of His teaching included descriptions and warnings about the reality of final judgment and the severity of Hell.

The world will tell us that speaking of such things is callous and judgmental. Their concept of love is one that says you should never say anything that could be considered offensive. Sadly, there are many professing Christians who have bought into this kind of human logic. When you think about it, it is the height of arrogance to say that we have found a way to improve on the way that Jesus spoke.

I have heard and read many articles and sermons over my lifetime that have derided the Puritan era as all Hell-fire and brimstone. Since then I have had the wonderful blessing of being exposed to much of the teaching from the Puritan era and I have found it to be incredibly grace filled and God glorifying. Even if there were instances where preachers may have fallen into the error of trying to scare people into being saved without emphasizing the glorious beauty of God and the gospel, it was certainly not the pattern of the movement as a whole. 

Remember, the Westminster Catechism was written during the Puritan era and the first question is “What is the chief end of man?” and the answer is “the chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.”
They were utterly committed to the endeavor of enjoying God. They were not the joyless, judgmental people that they have often time been portrayed as. 

Did they preach about Hell and sin and judgment much more than some do today? Absolutely! But not because they overemphasized these things, but because the church today has in large part given in to the world’s condemnation of such preaching and has abandoned the model of teaching handed down to us by Jesus and our forefathers.

I wanted to introduce the lesson for tonight this way so that we are starting out with an understanding that a right view of God’s wrath against sin, final judgment, and Hell are part of a holistic understanding of the gospel- the GOOD NEWS. My hope for tonight is that we would leave with a deeper and greater love for God and a proper fear of Him as a result of our time studying these things and that we would not be afraid to offend those who are perishing by warning them of the wrath to come. Listen to the way God warns the prophet Ezekiel of the liability he will incur for not warning the wicked of their impending death.

Turn quickly to Ezekiel chapter 3:

Ezekiel 3:16-19 16 And at the end of seven days, the word of the Lord came to me:17 "Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 18 If I say to the wicked, 'You shall surely die,' and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, in order to save his life, that wicked person shall die for his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand.19 But if you warn the wicked, and he does not turn from his wickedness, or from his wicked way, he shall die for his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. 

This message was given specifically to the prophet Ezekiel so that he would not shrink back from his responsibility to proclaim God’s message of judgment to the nation of Israel, but there is a principle here that applies to us all. We are not loving those who are headed towards eternal punishment if we do not warn them and call them to repentance and salvation. It is very clear throughout scripture that God uses the means of warning to accomplish His purpose of saving His people from destruction. 

So with that in mind, let’s pray.


Q118. At the final judgment, what happens to people who did not have saving faith in Christ Jesus?
Their souls will be united forever with their bodies, and upon their final judgment, they will be thrown into hell and punished by God’s wrath forever because of their guilt.


United forever with their bodies 

Spiritual death is the separation of the spirit from God. This is the death that incurred immediately after the fall. Adam and Eve hid themselves from God. In Ephesians 4:18 Paul uses the language of being “alienated from the life of God.” Spiritual death is much worse than physical death.

Physical death is described as the spirit leaving the body and the flesh seeing decay.  

Ecclesiastes 12:7 and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it.

2 Corinthians 5:6,8 …We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, …8 … and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord.

At the final judgment the spirit is reunited to the body forever. We should not think of this as being brought back to life. What the spiritually dead will experience is called a resurrection – it will be the reunion of their spiritually dead soul with their body. 

Acts 24:15 having a hope in God, which these men themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust.

John 5:28-29 “Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.”

This resurrection is the hope we look forward to as believers but it will be an endless misery for those who have rejected the truth; eternal life for the believer and eternal death for the unbeliever. There will be an eternal existence as spiritual beings with material bodies. We don’t know exactly what the bodies of the unbelievers will be like at their resurrection, but we know that they will not be like ours who believe. Ours will be raised to eternal life; theirs will be raised to judgment and eternal punishment. Our bodies will be a source of pleasure; theirs will be a source of misery.

The Day of Judgment will be a real, historical event that they will experience. It will not be some kind of metaphoric experience that takes place in their spirit or in their mind only. Their spirit will be united again to their physical body, and they will not be able to hide. This is not a resurrection to look forward to. No unbeliever is going to be glad that they are with their unbelieving friends. The terror of facing God’s judgment and wrath will not allow them to think of anything that brings any comfort or solace.

The unbeliever will be raised bodily to stand judgment, and having been found guilty will be thrown into the lake of fire for eternal punishment. Eternal punishment…punishment that never ends, it goes on forever. It is not a final punishment in the sense that they are punished and it’s over for eternity. It is a punishment that is experienced for all eternity. 

The next part of our answer says “upon their final judgment”.

Final Judgment

What is the final judgment? The scripture speaks of the judgment, the Day of Judgment, the last day…These are all referring to the one final day of judgment.

Psalm 1:5 Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous;
(of course, by “will not stand” he means will not be proven or established)

2 Peter 2:4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment;

Matthew 12:41a The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it…

2 Peter 2:9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the Day of Judgment,

John 12:48 The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day.

The final Day of Judgment is a literal, historic, future event that will take place. Scripture says that we will ALL stand before the judgment throne of God but it will be a much different experience for those who have believed the gospel than for those who have not.

John 5:28-29 “Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.”
2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.

Judgment day is not something that we as believers fear. It is a day that we look forward to with eager expectation. It is the hope that we look forward to, the promise of eternal life that helps us to endure in this life. We are able to stand in confidence because of what Christ has done for us. If we had to stand before God based on what we have done, we would have a reason to fear, but by faith we stand on the finished work of Christ on our behalf. We do not have confidence in any good that we have done for justification… do not make that mistake. 


John 3:18-21 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God."

The faith that we have in Christ…our coming to Christ, is done to bear witness that our works have been carried out in God. Our good works glorify God, not us, because it is God who is responsible for them. The only thing we could ever claim responsibility for is our sin, but praise God! He has not made us carry that responsibility but has taken the punishment for it upon Himself.

While we are able to stand in confidence without fear of judgment, there is a sense in which we do fear the final judgment more than unbelievers, at least in this life. That is because we believe what God’s word says about it and they do not. If they feared God’s wrath and judgment of sin they would repent. 

The Day of Judgment is a dreadful thought for those of us who believe what God’s word says about it. That leads us into the next part of our answer. It says:

“upon their final judgment, they will be thrown into hell and punished by God’s wrath forever”


They will be thrown into hell   and punished by God’s wrath forever

One thing to point out is that the final Day of Judgment does not mean that the sinners fate is not determined until that day. Remember what it said in:
2 Peter 2:9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the Day of Judgment,

Once a person dies, the chance for repentance is gone forever. There are no second chances, there is no purgatory for those who die without Christ.

Hebrews 9:27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment,

“after that comes judgment.” We will be judged according to what we have done while we were alive. This is why the plea for people to repent is urgent. No one is promised another day and there is no chance to repent beyond this life.

Those who do not repent and believe in Christ will face the judgment seat of Christ on their own and will be thrown into hell and punished by God’s wrath forever.

One of the most common ways that God is blasphemed is by supposed Christians who cannot stand the idea of a wrathful God, and so they try to make Him conform to their own idea of what is loving by placing the judgment against sin on human free will or Satan. They feel the need to apologize for God’s wrath against sin.

One of our favorite modern hymns is the song “In Christ Alone”. Believe it or not that song was actually banned from the hymnals of more than one denominational group because of the line “on that cross, as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied.” There was more than one specific reason given to defend the dislike of the phrase, but at the end of the day, it boils down to a distaste of the doctrine of the atonement. Their sinful/carnal minds refuse to believe that God is just to punish sin. They will say things such as “sin is its own punishment” or that the punishment is simply God allowing them to be separated from His love. While these things are partially true, they are not complete in regards to the severity of God’s wrath.

Church, the testimony of scripture is clear, God does and God will punish sin and sinners. This is not some passive punishment; it is God’s wrath being acted upon in the same fullness and complete, perfect holiness as His love.

Matthew 25:46 “And these [each unbeliever] will go away into eternal punishment...”

Luke 12:5 “But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him!”

Romans 2:8 …for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury.

That should make every one of us shudder. As adopted sons and daughters of the King, we have no reason at all to be afraid of God, but that does not mean we don’t have a profound fear of God. 

I have a very insufficient story to help explain this but it might be helpful. I have never been an animal person but Laurie and my kids all loved animals and wanted to have a dog. A friend of mine had a Bull Mastiff that he had to get rid of and he wanted me to take it. I was like “no way!” but then I happened to be over at his house one day and I saw this giant puppy face and fell in love. That dog was awesome! She was so cool and friendly and playful. She was a 200 pound lap dog. She was great with people, kids, babies, she even mothered a baby bird that had fallen out of its nest. I could not imagine being afraid of this dog. Then one day I was in my backyard talking to my neighbor with her laying at my feet when a stranger walked into my yard. I saw a side of that dog that I didn’t know existed. She jumped up and planted her feet and growled in a way that gave me a shiver. I knew that she was acting protective of me, but I was fearful of the sheer power and terror of what I suddenly realized she was capable of. I cautiously put my hand on her and was able to spare a man’s life that day.

Now, the terror of God’s wrath would make that scene look like a tea party in comparison, but I think it relates a little bit to the fear of God that we as believers should have. We have come to know the grace of God and the love of God through the experience of being saved by the gospel. We will never know the wrath of God through personal experience. Christ has spared us of that by experiencing it for us. But…as we grow in the knowledge of God through His word, we do gain a new and deeper understanding of the wrath of God, and it is a fearful thing.


Let’s look at the last part of our answer:

Because of their guilt

This eternal punishment against sinners is because of their guilt. This is important. One of the reasons people have a hard time with the magnitude of God’s wrath against sinners is because they fail to see the magnitude of the guilt of their sin against a Holy God.
In sin, people tend to measure the magnitude of their sin by comparing their outward acts to the outward acts of other fallen sinners. This will always give people a skewed perspective. When we compare ourselves to other sinners, we will always be able to make ourselves feel good about how we stack up. Compared to fallen, finite, created beings, we all have a fighting chance to boast about something. But when compared to the infinitely Holy God of Heaven and Earth, we fall infinitely short. That is the condition of every man – guilty!

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned

We must understand that our sin is first and foremost against God. David recognized this even after he had committed adultery and murder. He proclaimed in:

Psalm 51:4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.

Jonathan Edwards described sin well when he wrote:

Any sin is more or less heinous depending upon the honour and majesty of the one whom we had offended. Since God is of infinite honour, infinite majesty, and infinite holiness, the slightest sin is of infinite consequence. The slightest sin is nothing less than cosmic treason when we realize against whom we have sinned.

All those who end up in Hell are there because of their guilt, both the imputed guilt they are born with as a fallen descendant of Adam, and the guilt of their willing choice to commit sin. Hell is the earned and just punishment for everyone who has fallen short of God’s glory.  In Adam we are guilty and each of us have personally broken God’s law. We are not sinners because we sin…We sin because we are sinners. This knowledge of our deserved condemnation is what makes the gospel so glorious for us who have been saved.

Ok, let’s move to our next question…

Q119. What is hell?
Hell is the place of eternal death with dreadful and endless torment. The worst part of hell is not getting to enjoy the blessed presence of and reconciliation to God. In hell, God is rightly punishing both humans who did not repent and trust in Jesus and fallen angels.


Hell is the place of eternal death with dreadful and endless torment
Death was the promised consequence for sin in the Garden of Eden. Adam was told that if he ate of the forbidden fruit he would surely die. When he and his wife disbelieved and disobeyed God they died spiritually and began to die physically until they finally did. Their spiritual death resulted in them hiding from God in sinful fear and shame. The intimate relationship they had previously known with God no longer existed. Now they wanted to be separated from God, separated from the author of life. 
Hell is a place of eternal death. It is eternal separation from the intimacy of God’s love and blessing. But just like Adam and Eve’s spiritually dead existence still experienced the fear of God’s judgment and Holy presence, so will those who are in Hell. Adam and Eve were blessed by the proclamation of the gospel almost immediately after they sinned and died spiritually. They were given the hope of life when God promised that her seed would crush the serpent’s head. In Hell there will be no hope of life. There will be no one trying to repent in Hell. It will be eternal punishment for sin with an eternal hatred of God and no intimate knowledge of His goodness.
It has been said that this life is as close to hell as a Christian will ever get, and it’s as close to heaven as the unbeliever will ever get. For the Christian, the sin and death we know now will be destroyed forever in the new heaven and earth. For the unbeliever, the goodness of God seen in creation, family relationships, the presence of the church, every good and perfect gift that comes down from the father of lights will all be a haunting memory that only serves to fuel their torment in Hell. 
Hell will be unfathomably dreadful. Some have tried to downplay the severity of Hell by saying that the language used to describe Hell is only symbolic or metaphorical. Listen to the language used in scripture and try to imagine what the symbol or metaphor is supposed to represent.
Matthew 25:46 “And these [each unbeliever] will go away into eternal punishment...”

This is clearly not symbolic. Punishment means that suffering, pain, or loss is being inflicted upon an offender for retribution. God is actively punishing those in Hell. Those who think that Hell is a welcome escape from the presence of God are in for a terrible revelation.

2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 ...when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might

Remember, God is omnipresent. There is nowhere that He is not present. This passage actually is somewhat symbolic, or at least anthropomorphic…that is-using human language to describe something eternal to finite creatures. So when it says eternal destruction, it does not mean extinction; it means devastation. It will be the experience of never ending loss.

Revelation 14:10-11 “he [the unbeliever] also will drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night..”

Matthew 8:12 “…will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place, there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

Revelation 20:10 and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

Mark 9:43 “And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire.”

Mark 9:47-48 “And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, ‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’”

So Hell is described as a place of eternal punishment, eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord, darkness, weeping and gnashing of teeth, torment with fire and sulfur, no rest day and night, unquenchable fire, where their worm does not die. 
If these are all symbols (and I would actually agree that many of them probably are), we need to understand that they are symbolic because they are describing something even worse than the symbol. Whatever hell is like, it is not less than the symbol used to describe it. A symbol is a small representation of something much bigger, or in this case something much worse.
This is a description of what it will be like where the light of God’s glory does not shine. God will no longer be regenerating any unto salvation, so He will no longer be giving the good gifts that are meant to lead us to repentance. 
Romans 2:4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?
We were created to enjoy fellowship with God. Sin has broken that fellowship. God has freely given His son to die for the sins of all who repent and trust in Him, that is the elect. The nature of sin is that it so completely corrupts the mind and the will, that without the grace of God overcoming our foolish, stubborn rebellion, none of us would ever be saved. Hell is that place where as it says in Romans 1, the wrath of God turns sinners over to their sin for eternity. The grace of God is not at work in the hearts of prodigal sons anymore, there is no victory over sin there, there is no eventual coming to senses, only the misery of having sin in its fullness, with no restraint by God’s common grace. 
The enemies of God there will remain His enemies for all eternity, because without the Love of God to influence them they will only know hatred. Their utter defeat will not humble them unto repentance; it will only feed their anguish and misery.
The worst part of hell is not getting to enjoy the blessed presence of and reconciliation to God.
Even though the Hell will be void of God’s blessed presence and the beauty of the gospel –God’s message of reconciliation and peace, there will be knowledge of these things that will serve as punishment.
2 Corinthians 2:15-16 For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, 16 to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. 
The gospel they have rejected will continue to be a fragrance of death to them. It will not lead them to repentance but they will have an awareness of what they have rejected. 
In Luke 16, Jesus tells the story of a rich man and a beggar named Lazarus. We don’t have time to read the whole story so I’ll summarize. The rich man dies and goes to Hell where he is in anguish. Lazarus dies and it says he is carried to Heaven. The rich man is able to see Lazarus in the bosom of Abraham and He calls out for him to send Lazarus to comfort him. Verse 25 says:
But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish.
The main thing I want to point out here is that he is told to remember the good things he had in life. He is also reminded that Lazarus, who he despised is now comforted while he is in anguish. For those of us who are saved, we will look back at this life and consider it rubbish compared to the glory that awaits us, but for those in Hell, they will remember the good things in this life and be tormented by the loss of them. They will have conscious memory of the taste they had of God’s infinite glory, knowing that they will never come close to it again. It is the most tragic experience of Paradise lost. 
We were created for blessed fellowship with God, and His grace has been put on glorious display throughout creation. Those in Hell will suffer the realization that the idols they worshipped were only attractive because they were created to point to the beauty of God. 
Money, sex, food, wine, family, friends...these are all good things that are given to us to ultimately point us to the goodness of God. The idolater who wants to have these things apart from God and His design for them will suffer the discovery that these things do not exist apart from God. Even the most corrupted forms of entertainment will be non-existent because without God’s gracious gifts of creation there is nothing to corrupt.

And Finally:
In hell, God is rightly punishing both humans who did not repent and trust in Jesus and fallen angels.
The severity of what the final judgment brings upon those who have rebelled against God, both humans and fallen angels can be hard to grasp with our finite human minds. I hope that a closer look at God’s word regarding His final judgment of sin has been helpful for you to see just how good and right His judgment is. 
It is worthwhile to note the fact that those who do not put their faith in Jesus are given the same, just punishment as the angels who rebelled against God and followed Satan.
Matthew 25:41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.
It’s impossible for us to even imagine what Hell will be like. It will be as unimaginably horrible as heaven will be unimaginably glorious.  What we do know is that God will finally rightly punish those who He has patiently endured. After naming off a long list of wicked deeds that God hates, Paul goes on in:
Romans 2:2-5 We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things. 3 Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you will escape the judgment of God? 4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? 5 But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed.

Psalm 94:1-5 O Lord, God of vengeance,
O God of vengeance, shine forth!
2 Rise up, O judge of the earth;
repay to the proud what they deserve!
3 O Lord, how long shall the wicked,
how long shall the wicked exult?
4 They pour out their arrogant words;
all the evildoers boast.
5 They crush your people, O Lord,
and afflict your heritage.

We do not have to look far to see examples of evil men prospering and seeming to go unpunished. But God’s word says that they will not go unpunished. God is patiently enduring evil in this world in order for His elect to be saved and for the wicked to store up wrath. The lament of David against the wicked in the Psalms will find its satisfaction on the day of judgment when, like the rich man in Jesus’ parable who treated Lazarus with contempt, God will righteously punish all those who did not repent in light of God’s kindness but instead hardened their hearts towards God.
The wicked will all be together in one place, but it will not be a party, like many of them have scoffed. God’s wrath and fury is all they will know. The punishment they receive will be felt physically, mentally, and emotionally. 

Conclusion
I want to end by bringing this back to the gospel…the Good News. This has been a heavy topic tonight and we could leave here feeling burdened by the weight of it. That’s okay. It’s not meant to make us feel giddy. These things are written so that we would not be uninformed. Knowing and being reminded of what we have been saved from should bring us a greater appreciation for what Christ has done for us.
We will never fully know what it cost Him to endure the wrath of God for us, but the sufficient revelation  we have in God’s word is there to help us with an increased understanding of how great His love for us is.
It should also compel us to warn those who are perishing by proclaiming the gospel to them. We do not need to condemn anyone with our words. As it says in:
John 3:18 ...whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.

We need to love them enough to risk offending them with the gospel. It is the power to save from the torment of Hell - all who believe. Knowing the severity of the punishment that awaits those who disobey Him in this life should cause us to realize that there is nothing we could say or do in our efforts to save them that would not be worthwhile.
1 Corinthians 5:5 you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.
Sin kills. Sin leads to eternal punishment and suffering. There is no amount of suffering in this life that won’t be worth enduring in order to miss the punishment of Hell and to have the eternal joy of fellowship with Jesus. It is extremely unloving to watch the world around us run towards Hell and away from the light of life and not say anything to warn them because we do not want to suffer their potential displeasure or even hatred of us.
We need to love them and love the gospel enough to share it with all who will listen. That is why we are here. We have been given orders by our King and we have been guaranteed success. Let us do it with joy and confidence in the hope we have been given in Christ.
Let’s pray 
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