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Q115. Beyond this life, are there other opportunities to be redeemed from guilt and reconciled to God?
No. Beyond this one life, there are no additional chances to repent and trust in Jesus alone.

1) Can we repent after this life?

a. No.  
i. Luke 13:1-5 There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. Luke 13:2 And he (Jesus) answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? Luke 13:3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. Luke 13:4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? Luke 13:5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.”





b. Death is final.
i. Luke 16:26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.’

ii. Heb 9:27 “And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment”





2) Roman Catholic Teaching: Purgatory, is it Biblical?

a. According to Roman Catholic doctrine:  Purgatory is an intermediate location after death where some of those ultimately destined for heaven must first undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter heaven.

Q116. What happens to people when they physically die?
The bodies of those who have died return to dust and decay; however, their souls neither die nor sleep, because they have an immortal character. At death, the souls of the righteous are then made perfect in holiness and are received into paradise, where they are with Christ and enjoy God’s glory while they wait for the full redemption of their bodies. The souls of the wicked are sent by God to Hades, where they remain in torment and utter darkness awaiting the final judgment.  

1) The bodies of those who have died return to dust and decay; however, their souls neither die nor sleep, because they have an immortal character.




a. Acts 13:36 For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep and was laid with his fathers and saw corruption,


b. Genesis 3:19 “By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”


c. Ecclesiastes 12:7 and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it.




2) At death, the souls of the righteous are then made perfect in holiness and are received into paradise, where they are with Christ and enjoy God’s glory while they wait for the full redemption of their bodies.

a. Made Perfect
i. Heb 12:23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven [the elect], and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect





b. We will be with Christ
i. Thief on cross:  Luke 23:43:  “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.”




ii. Phil 1:23 I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better.


c. Bodily Resurrection

i. 1Cor 15:51-53 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.


ii. Acts 24:15 Having a hope in God, which these men themselves accept, that there will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust.


iii. 1Cor 15:42 So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable.  1Cor 15:43  It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 1Cor 15:44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.



3) The souls of the wicked are sent by God to Hades, where they remain in torment and utter darkness awaiting the final judgment.  

a. Hades & Hell
i. Luke 16:22-23 ...The rich man also died and was buried, and in Hades, being in torment...




b. Final Judgement
i. Jude 6 And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day





ii. Revelation 20:11-15 “And I saw a great white throne, and Him sitting on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And a place was not found for them. And I saw the dead, the small and the great, stand before God. And books were opened, and another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead in it. And death and hell delivered up the dead in them. And each one of them was judged according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the Lake of Fire. This is the second death. And if anyone was not found having been written in the Book of Life, he was cast into the Lake of Fire”
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